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NEWS 
Autumn Term – Newsletter 8:  6th November 2020 

  

       

     

  

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD 
It has been a fantastic week in school. The children have come back refreshed 
and positive (and the staff have too) and the vast majority continue to apply 
themselves well to learning and meet our high expectations of both learning and 
behaviour. The children continue to make great progress, although we are still 
catching up on missed learning and therefore it is really important that all 
children are at school as long as they are well enough. We analyse absence data 
frequently and have let you know if your child’s absence is below 97% (not 
inlcuding any self isolation). This is usually only a concern if absence becomes 
an ongoing issue, but we are duty bound to keep you informed (even when we 
know the reasons). If absence becomes perisistent, we will then contact you 
further to find out if there are any underlying reasons that need to be addressed. 
COVID-19 Updates 
As lockdown 2.0 comes into effect, we find ourselves in the strangest of times. 
A year ago we had barely heard of Coronavirus: Covid-19. 8 months ago we 
would scarcely have believed that we were about to enter a period of almost 6 
months of school closure. A month ago a further national lockdown was not a 
certainty. We don’t know what the next few months have in store, but for some 
they will be the most challenging experience. Rest assured that school will be 
here as a constant. We are really pleased that we have not been closed again 
and hope that it remains that way. It does of course pose additional challenge 
and risk to our staff at times, however we have strict measures in place (as you 
will see in our risk assessment on the school website) to mitigate the risk as 
much as possible – which is where we also need your help and support as 
parents. Please do try and avoid contact and prolonged conversations with 
other parents when dropping off and picking up. We have been advised that 
technically parents and school age children who walk with or stand and chat 
with more than one other individual person from another household are in 
breach of lockdown rules. The government expects all schools to be proactive in 
discouraging this and I would really rather not be in the position of having to 
directly challenge parents on Laburnum Road or to further stagger our entry and 
exit to reduce contact. Thank you for your continued understanding at this 
difficult time. 
POPPY APPEAL 
Please send your order and money ASAP if you would like any merchandise -  we 
are extending sales to Wednesday 11 November.  Money should be in a sealed 
named envelope with the amount of money and what your child would like to 
order written on the outside, and your child should hand it in, within their 
classroom. Poppy Appeal goods will then be sent home with your child and 
should remain there.  Badges may be worn in school on Wednesday 11th only, 
when we will hold our school act of remembrance. 

Values Education 

Our value for November is: 

PEACE 
 

 

Attendance 

Beech 97.3% 0 late marks 

Elm 94.1% 1 late mark 

Cedar 97.9% 0 late marks 

Chestnut 91.2% 0 late marks 

Willow 97.2% 1 late mark 

Sycamore 92.6% 1 late mark 

Oak 96.3% 2 late marks 

Attendance figures do not include 
any absences due to COVID-19 self-

isolation / awaiting test results. 
 

Attendance Target: 97% 

VALUES CHAMPIONS 
Apple Austin 

Beech Leila C 

Elm Meredith 

Cedar Charlie 

Chestnut Imogen 

Willow Eden 

Sycamore Jacob 

Oak Kathleen 
 

mailto:office@laburnumprimary.co.uk
http://www.laburnumprimary.co.uk/


LABURNUM PRIMARY SCHOOL       

Laburnum Road, Sandy, SG19 1HQ 
T: 01767 680691/07948 026230     E: office@laburnumprimary.co.uk     W: www.laburnumprimary.co.uk          P a g e  2 | 16 

 

 

PARENT/TEACHER CONSULTATION MEETINGS 
All parents should have received the ParentMail booking information regarding parent/teacher consultation 
meetings. Please remember to also complete the form providing contact details and your preference of a ‘Google 
Meet’ video conference or a phone call. If Google Meet fails to connect, teachers will phone you immediately. Please 
bear in mind that all appointments are a maximum of 10 minutes, after which, teachers will need to move to the 
next parent. Should you require a further or longer conversation this can of course be arranged to happen on an 
alternative date. 
SUMMARY REPORTS TO PARENTS 
By the end of today, you will have received a short summary report on your child. These overviews will be sent via 
Class Dojo and will give you a brief summary of your child’s learning, behaviour and attitudes in school. The areas in 
these reports will be covered in more depth, as appropriate to each child, when you talk to class teachers next week. 
Hopefully you will find them useful and a supportive way of providing information prior to your formal consultation 
meetings.  
HANDLEY COURT CHRISTMAS COLOURING COMPETITION 
As a little way of saying thank you for the letters they received from our pupils during the lockdown Handley Court 
would like to hold a colouring/art competition for the children for Christmas. They would like to ask any children that 
wish to join in to draw a picture/colour a picture or make something crafty. The theme is anything that reminds them 
of Christmas. The closing date for this will be the 11th December and there will be a prize for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place.  
Please see attached poster for more information.  Please also see the fundraising for the NHS colouring competition 
information attached to this newsletter. 
WATER BOTTLES 
A reminder that in line with school policy and NHS advice, children’s water bottles should only contain water.  No 
squash, juice or fizzy drinks. When school was able to provide water bottles all children drank water without issue, 
so please do not let them persuade you otherwise. As children refill their own bottles anyway, if bottles come into 
school containing anything other than water we will ask for them to be emptied and refilled them with water. 
Occasionally, there are medical reasons for alternatives and these should be discussed with your child’s class teacher. 
MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS 
Thank you for sending in appointment letters, however, in an attempt to cut down on paperwork and be more ‘covid-
safe’, we would be grateful to receive any appointment letters electronically; you can take a photo with your phone 
and email it to the school office – office@laburnumprimary.co.uk. Thank you in advance. 
SCHOOL CHRISTMAS DINNER 
We are happy to announce that School Christmas Dinner day will be Thursday 17 December.  You can order online 
through School Grid.  We will have 3 sittings in the Dining Room on that day, with additional cleaning and staffing to 
maintain social distancing and class bubbles.  If you have any questions, please contact the school office at 
office@laburnumprimary.co.uk or 01767 680691. 
REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR 
Children have been told by their teacher which day to bring in their donation for the reverse advent calendar, but 
donations can be brought in on any day.  The Need Project will be collecting all donations on Monday 14 December 
so we would be grateful to receive all donations by that day. 
PHONES 
Our new phone system has been partially connected and final installation and set-up should be on Monday 9th 
November. The school phone number is not changing, but if you need to contact us urgently on Monday 9th or 
Tuesday 10th November, there is a chance that the line may be disrupted. If you cannot get through, please email 
the school office or phone the school mobile number (at the bottom of this newsletter). 
SUPPORT FOR PARENTS 
Being a parent is the most important and challenging job any of us will ever have. Please scroll through the newsletter 
as you will find all sorts of supportive opportunities for parents who have children with anger or behaviour 
difficulties, weight management and autism. There is also an opportunity for parents of children with SEND to 
provide the Local Authority with some feedback. 
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House Points This Week 

Pankhurst Seacole Gandhi Churchill 

 

154 

 

219 

 

137 

 

148 

 

           

                

AUTUMN TERM DATES 
November 
Week beginning Monday 9th                             Parent / Teacher Consultation Meetings this week (virtual / phone) 
                                                                                – arrangements to be confirmed 
Friday 13th      Children in Need 
Monday 16th - Friday 20th                                  Anti-Bullying Week: United Against Bullying 
December 
Friday 18th      School closes for Christmas break 
January 
Monday 4th       School closed – Training Day 
Tuesday 5th       School opens for Spring Term 
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