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NEWS 
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Our (very much needed) Value for April is 

CO-OPERATION 

 

 

Please store our new mobile numbers in your phone. You can call them if you have a safeguarding concern, but 
Mrs Dawes and I may use them to call parents when we are working from home. If you are struggling and need 
some help, or are worried about another family from school, please do call us on 07742814635 / 07742827178 

I hope that you have all had a positive week, whether at home or work and that your children (and you) are adjusting 
to the many recent changes. It is fantastic to see the images and videos of home learning that have been shared on 
Class Dojo and great to see that the resources we have provided are being used so creatively. Where parents cannot 
print, many have written the questions directly into the exercise books your children brought home. Others have 
focused on reading and keeping a daily diary and some are focussed on using the online games and activities. We 
have even seen images of cakes, biscuits, children making their own lunch and all sorts of artistic challenges. 
Everything has value, but by far the most important thing you are doing, is showing an active interest in your child 
and their learning. Every research study completed has shown that children’s achievement in school / education is 
better if their parents value it, show interest and engage with their child. Conversely, children do less well if their 
parents do not value learning or actively engage. I am really proud of the way our school community has pulled 
together and made the best of the biggest social/educational/life-style and health crisis we have had to face within 
most of our life-times. Well done and thank you for your continued support. 

We have shared ideas and resources via Class Dojo and ParentMail to help you to support your child through this 
difficult time, however it is also a challenging time for many adults. Please scroll down for ideas to keep adults 
mentally well during self-isolation / lockdown and sources of support if you feel you are nearing a crisis point. 

Next week is the Easter Break… a strange concept, given the unusual times   
we are living in. Even though school is closed for the majority of pupils, school 
staff have continued to work, either in school or at home. For their own 
mental health and well-being, I have asked all school staff (aside from 
providing childcare in school for critical workers’ children) to ensure that they 
take a proper break from work over the next 2 weeks. Feel free to add to 
your portfolio, but please do not contact teachers directly on Class Dojo 
during this period. Please remember that the Easter Break is a great time to 
give you and your child a mental break and a recharge if you have been 
working hard at home. The school office e-mail address will be monitored 
throughout, so if you have an issue or emergency that cannot wait, please do email the office or phone one of the 
safeguarding mobile numbers above. If you are struggling, we can help you with finding out how to access wider 
support services and referrals to food banks etc. 
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The majority of parents have now activated their Class Dojo account and can 
access additional support, message teachers for help and upload some of 
their child’s home learning. If you have not connected yet, please download 
the APP or go the Class Dojo website and then check your e-mails for your 
invite. Failing that, you can access the APP/Website and then find Laburnum 
and request to be connected. Click the ClassDojo image to visit the website. 

The BBC, working with the government, has devised some additional online and ‘red button’ based learning that will 
be available from the 20th April onwards. Whilst we have been supporting you with online activities, downloads and 
suggested learning/challenges, it has never been the intention of the government that we should attempt to emulate 
school at home or that teachers should be setting regular activities etc. This is something that we have chosen to do 
and will continue to support you with, however now that the longer term BBC offering will be available and you also 
have access to a wide range of other online resources, we will not necessarily be providing additional challenges and 
advice as frequently. However, if you are stuck, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher via Class Dojo 
– and please do keep posting to your portfolio. Teachers will respond to this when they get the opportunity, but 
please remember that some staff will be in school, others working from home and some may be unwell or self-
isolating, so responses are unlikely to be immediate. Click the image below for more information on BBC home 
learning: 

 

 

 

 

The link below takes you to all of the government rules and advice regarding coronavirus. 
 

It also explains how people who have been forced to stop working can seek help from their 
employer or for themselves if they are self employed. 

 
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
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