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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD 
This week has seen the beginning of advent and the new value of patience being 
introduced. In the lead up to Christmas, patience is an essential value for most if us as 
we await the special day, however at Laburnum we will not be ‘winding down’ to 
Christmas, with the learning continuing right up until the last day (although there will 
of course be the chance for some Christmas fun too). Christmas can also be a 
challenging time of year for many and this Christmas will be especially difficult for some. 
School can support you in many ways and we have great connections with many 
supportive organisations that can help if you are struggling with managing the festive 
season, including making referrals to local organisations that can help with food and 
even gifts. Please do contact Mr Bardell or Mrs Dawes in confidence, via Class Dojo, or 
on the school gate and we will do what we can to help. 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Sandy recorded 18 new Coronavirus cases in the last week, 
which makes us the joint highest in Central Bedforshire.  We 
are now in tier-2 and I would urge all of you to review the 
poster later it the newsletter that explains tier-2 restrictions. 
With cases on the rise locally, it is now more important than 
ever that everyone follows the relevant guidance and we would one again remind you 
that unless exempt, we do require you to wear face coverings on the school site. Please 
do not be offended if staff challenge you on 
this – if you are exempt just let the staff 
member know and we will of course respect 
this. 
As you know, we had one case in a child in 
school, which in line with DfE and Public 
Health England, necessitated sending home 
Year 5 pupils and staff for 14 days self 
isolation. Thank you for your patience, understanding and support with our COVID-19 
closure this week. We appreciate the challenges of having one child isolating, while 
others need to be in school and also the challenges of home learning and accesses to 

electronic devices. We have a numner of tablets and 
laptops in school that we can loan out should this be 
required while your child is isolating (whether from Year 
5 or another year group). Continuing with learning, 
while at home, is really important and  if any family finds 
themselves stuggling with this, please do get in touch 
and we will do our best to support you in any way we 
can.  
THANK YOU 
A HUGE thank you to the Maguire family for once again, 
donating a Christmas Tree to the school to help us all 
with some much needed festive cheer. The beautiful 
Christmas tree is on display outside the library, so that 
everyone can enjoy it. 

Values Education 

Our value for December is: 

PATIENCE 
 

 

Attendance 

Beech 98.3% 0 late marks 

Elm 87.7% 2 late marks 

Cedar 95.7% 1 late mark 

Chestnut 92.8% 1 late mark 

Willow 100% 0 late marks 

Sycamore   

Oak 98.5% 0 late marks 

Attendance figures do not include 
any absences due to COVID-19 self-

isolation / awaiting test results. 
 

Attendance Target: 97% 

VALUES CHAMPIONS 
Apple Freddie W 

Beech Finlay 

Elm Jenaya 

Cedar Ava 

Chestnut Alfie 

Willow Merson 

Sycamore Oliver 

Oak Robert 
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House Points This Week 

Pankhurst Seacole Gandhi Churchill 

 

132 

 

137 

 

132 

 

135 

 

           

 

AUTUMN TERM DATES 
December 
Friday 11th                                                             
Thursday 17th  
Friday 18th  

 
Save the Children, Christmas Jumper Day (scroll down for letter) 
School Christmas Dinner Day 
School closes for Christmas break 

January 
Monday 4th 
Tuesday 5th 

 
School closed – Training Day 
School opens for Spring Term 
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Santa Challenge 
Cycle, Scoot or Stride to Santa in Lapland 

Monday 30th November to Friday 11th December 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

 

Your child’s school is joining the SANTA CHALLENGE, a virtual Christmas trip to Lapland, where we count up their active 

travel trips during the two weeks of the competition. 

 

So what is that? 

This virtual race is where children and parents walk, scoot or cycle to school. Each time a child or parent travels actively, 

they will be credited with one mile. These miles will be used to map the school’s journey to Lapland. We will be adding 

up all of the miles completed by the schools taking part in Bedfordshire to see whether we can reach our goal of arriving 

at Lapland.  

 

Why now? 

We want to encourage as many children as possible to travel actively to school. As we get nearer to Christmas we thought 

it would be great opportunity to keep everyone walking, biking and scooting. While the weather is getting colder and the 

days shorter, we believe there are still opportunities to be bright and stay safe when wheeling or on foot. Being active 

can warm us up and cheer us up.  

 

We understand this is not always an option for those travelling long distances. We want to open the competition up as 

much as possible, which is why we include Park and Stride or Park and Scoot as an option.  

 

A challenge has been set for all pupils of the school to join in the virtual trip which gives everyone a focus of arriving in 

Lapland before Christmas. The virtual journey from Bedfordshire is 2,050 miles. The more people who join in, the quicker 

we will arrive at Lapland. The main prize is a scooter set for one lucky participating school, which they will be able to use 

as part of PE for the benefit of both the school and pupils. 

 

We look forward to seeing how far the school can cycle, scoot and walk during the two weeks of the competition.  

 

Good Luck! 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Derek Smulders/Marianne Santis-Spilling, Schools Officers (Bedford Borough) derek.smulders@bedford.gov.uk 

marianne.santis-spilling@sustrans.org.uk 

Siobhan McSwiggan, Schools Officer (Luton) siobhan.mcswiggan@sustrans.org.uk 

Alister Barclay, Schools Officer (Central Bedfordshire) alister.barclay@sustrans.org.uk 

 

Sustrans is working with schools in Luton, Central Bedfordshire and Bedford to promote and encourage sustainable travel 

to school. We would like pupils and parents to discover the benefits of walking, scooting or cycling (it can be fun, social, 

and healthy; it also promotes learning). Our programmes are funded by Luton Borough Council, Central Bedfordshire 

Council and Bedford Borough Council. 

 

mailto:office@laburnumprimary.co.uk
http://www.laburnumprimary.co.uk/
mailto:derek.smulders@bedford.gov.uk
mailto:marianne.santis-spilling@sustrans.org.uk
mailto:siobhan.mcswiggan@sustrans.org.uk
mailto:alister.barclay@sustrans.org.uk

