
Year 2 Spring Term:  Where Are We? - History 

 People have lived in the Sandy area since before Roman times. 

 Sandy has grown in size and the land use in and around it has changed. 

 Our school began in 1905 and has changed over the years. 

 What changes might the future hold for Sandy? 

 

   

Pre-Roman and Roman Sandy: 

 There have been settlements in the Sandy area from at least 
the middle Iron Age. 

 Pottery has been found at the Iron Age hillforts at Sandy 
Lodge and Caesar's Camp. 

 Major evidence of Sandy’s Roman past found in the 19th 
Century when working on the railway line. 

 Further evidence uncovered in 2018 excavations in the 
nearby cemetery.  

 The Roman town built at Sandy was on the roman road from 
St Albans (Verulamium) to Godmanchester (Durovigitum). 

Sandy’s Agricultural heritage: 

 Farming and market gardening were important in 
Sandy from the 1600’s until recent times. 

 Sandy soil is good for growing crops. 

 The railway was important for taking goods to London 
to sell. 

 The river powered two water mills which were 
important for grinding corn. 

 The town was very rural until the 1950s. 

 
Sandy the town: 

 The sewage system was installed in 1922. 

 Electric street lighting began in 1927.  

 The Great North Road was the main road until the A1 was built 
in the 1950s. 

 Once had 3 railway stations; down to one in 1968 but future 
plans for a new Oxford Cambridge line could change this again. 

 In the 1970s, 700 new homes were built between Sunderland 
Road and St Neots Road, for “London overspill” families. This 
led to new schools – Robert Peel, Sandy Upper and Sandye 
Place. 

 Hundreds more homes built in the 1990s in Fallowfield and Ivel 
Park. 

 

 

 

Laburnum’s history:  

 The second oldest school in Sandy, formed in 1905 and 
then known as Sandy Council School. 

 In 1907 the school was built on its present site. 

 During World War 2 two classrooms were used for 
evacuee children, and Sandy children used the other four 
classes. 

 In 1966 a swimming pool was installed at the school. 

 Other changes since 2000 include building the Children’s 
Centre, adding a Foundation Stage classroom, building 
the dining hall, and refitting a building to be the library. 

 

How do we know about the past?  We use evidence from different sources. 

 Sources can be primary sources – i.e. first-hand accounts – e.g artefacts, photographs, diary entries, 
letters. 

 Or they can be secondary sources – i.e. second-hand accounts - e.g. text books, someone retelling a story, 
encyclopaedia entries. 


