Summer Term – Newsletter 28: 20th April 2020

NEWS
Our (very much needed) Value for April is

CO-OPERATION
Please store our new mobile numbers in your phone. You can call them if you have a safeguarding concern, but Mrs Dawes
and I may use them to call parents when we are working from home. If you are struggling and need some help, or are
worried about another family from school, please do call us on 07742814635 / 07742827178
The feedback from my letter to parents on Monday has been really positive, thank you. There are so many resources out there
at the moment that it can be a bit overwhelming. We tried to simplify things for you and that seems to have been appreciated.
The lessons you will encounter on the BBC, White Rose and Oak National Academy are mainly to consolidate your child’s
learning. We are not aiming that you teach them lots of new concepts – although I know they have all been learning lots, but
rather that we try and avoid them losing skills and confidence as learners. Practising previously learnt skills right now is as good
an idea as any. The key to almost all learning is reading, so it is really important that your children read often so that they retain
this skill. We know you are all doing your best – so thank you.
Class Dojo continues to be working really well as a form of communication
between parents and teachers. There have been several hundred messages
exchanged over the last week. It is also brilliant to see the fantastic things you are
up to at home. We’d love to see pictures of anything you get up to. This week
we’ve had pictures and videos of cake baking (and expert egg breaking), couch to
5k parent and child teams (daily exercise), Maths and English activities from White
Rose, BBC and the Oak National Academy, Arts and Craft activities, Music practice,
bike rides, beautiful moth / butterfly spotting, crystal making, pancakes making,
natural art in the style of Andy Goldsworthy, satellite spotting, junk modelling, planting and growing, learning about space,
individual research projects, sewing, construction, knowledge organiser practise and quiz’s and lots and lots of reading and
writing (and many more things too). To upload content, you need to select your child (use the circular person icon from the top
left when you are in Dojo).
Have you connected on Class Dojo?
If you have not connected yet, please download the APP or go the Class Dojo website and then check your e-mails for your
invite. Failing that, you can access the APP/Website and then find Laburnum and request to be connected. Click the Class
Dojo image to visit the website.
Next week we will be contacting all parents who have not connected on Dojo yet to help you overcome any technical issues.
We are still here to help you…
Please remember that even though we cannot be in the same building right now, school is still here to support you. You can
ring one of the mobile numbers above, email the school office or send a direct message on Class Dojo. We are happy to offer
advice, reassurance, point you in the right direction and help get you any support you might need. We cannot do everything,
but we usually know someone else who can help, even if we are not the right people.
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I am always proud of the children at Laburnum, but this week I thought I would highlight the efforts of the two boys below:
Dylan in Year 3 has been inspired by Captain Tom and is cycling 5km every day in aid of the NHS and
has raised £391 so far – well done Dylan. This is the link to his JustGiving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/welovenhsbydylanh
I have already said what a great
effort our children are going to
with their home learning, but this
poem by Harry R in Year 6 really
summarises how many of us are
feeling.
Great job Harry!

Early Help: Under 7's Virtual Promoting Positive Well-being Drop-in - Friday 1st May
This virtual workshop run by the Central Bedfordshire Early Help Team is designed to promote positive emotional wellbeing.
The session will have age appropriate information about social distancing and covid-19. It will mainly be focused around
stories. There will also be an opportunity to practice some relaxation techniques together. These sessions are designed for
under 7's and their parents or carers. Older siblings are more than welcome to join in with you. Please sign up using the link
below. An email with join instructions will be sent the day before the session. https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/promotingpositive-wellbeing-under-7s-tickets-103501459652
Early Help: Promoting Positive Well-being Virtual Event
We are continuing the success of the well-being drop-in’s pre-COVID 19, with virtual sessions taking place weekly on
Thursdays 11:30-12:15, starting next week. This virtual workshop is designed to promote positive emotional wellbeing.
The session will focus on fears and anxieties around covid-19 and self-care in isolation. These sessions are designed for the
whole family and there will be information on self-care for parents and children of all ages. Please sign up using the link
below. An email with join instructions will be sent the day before the session (the link will change each week):
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/promoting-positive-emotional-wellbeing-tickets-103340899412
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