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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD 
 

This week, Christmas has most 
definitely arrived at Laburnum! The 
children have still been focussed on 
important learning tasks, but more 
than one classroom has had a coating 
of glitter and PVA glue as children are 
also engaged in important seasonal 
crafting! 
I  do hope that you have had the 
opportunity to visit the outdoor 
Christmas Tree Festival at St. 
Swithun’s Church this year. The trees 
will be up for the whole of December, 
so there is still time for a socially 
distanced visit. Our tree, which 
celebrates some of the values we 
teach at Laburnum, is right in the 
middle of the display. All of the trees 

look great and are a fantastic reminder of how well the community in Sandy has 
come together to celebrate, despite the challenges of 2020. 
Today is also a sad day at Laburnum, as Year 6 say goodbye to Mrs Jacobs, who 
has spent the last 6 weeks with us completing the final part of her teacher 
training. We wish her well as she returns to resume her duties at her usual 
school. 
 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
Numbers have continued to rise in Sandy 
and there were 25 cases in the week up to 
6th December.  Watch this video from Vicky 
Head, Director of Public Health who is 
concerned about the increasing cases and 
is asking everyone to play their part in 
controlling the virus and protecting others.   
CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 

We had a fantastic Christmas Jumper Day today 
in aid of Save the Children. It always amazes me 
that there are so many different designs of 

Christmas jumper! It really helped us to feel festive and raise money for such a 
worthwhile charity at the same time. We will update you with the total raised 
next week, however at the time of writing the online total (not including cash 
contributions made in school) stands at £144. 

Values Education 

Our value for December is: 

PATIENCE 
 

 

Attendance 

Beech 99.7% 0 late marks 

Elm 88.7% 1 late mark 

Cedar 93.6% 0 late marks 

Chestnut 96.6% 0 late marks 

Willow 96.8% 0 late marks 

Sycamore   

Oak 98.4% 0 late marks 

Attendance figures do not include 
any absences due to COVID-19 self-

isolation / awaiting test results. 
 

Attendance Target: 97% 

VALUES CHAMPIONS 
Apple Kady 

Beech Leo 

Elm Joey 

Cedar Evie 

Chestnut Zach 

Willow Olivia 

Sycamore Ellena 

Oak Lily 
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CHRISTMAS JUMPERS NEXT WEEK 

Don’t forget – everyone can wear their Christmas Jumpers again on Thursday 17th when we 

have our Christmas Dinner Day (whether you are having a school meal or a packed lunch) – and 

we have decided you can wear them again on Friday 18th December to celebrate the end of a 

busy and hardworking term for everyone! 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR STAFF 

Lots of parents have contacted the school office or members of staff to ask whether we can accept gifts at 

Christmas during the pandemic. We never expect gifts for staff at Christmas, but this is something that some 

families choose to do and is always much appreciated by the recipients. We have decided that it is ok to send 

gifts in for the staff if you would like to. The adults in school are following really strict risk assessments and 

hygiene protocols and as adults are able to manage this risk for themselves. We have advised staff to quarantine 

gifts for 72 hours prior to opening (they should of course wait until Christmas Day!) to minimise risk. Therefore, 

in the season of giving should you wish to, then please do send gifts into school. I would like to emphasise that 

this is a choice, not an expectation and that we would not usually draw attention to gift giving, but felt a whole 

school message would help all parents to understand our approach (and save time for the office staff). 

CONGRATULATIONS TO YEAR 5 

Year 5 have been taking part in a sumdog competition and achieved a fantastic 93rd place out of 2,195 classes 

taking part! Great job Sycamore Class! 

 

House Points This Week 

Pankhurst Seacole Gandhi Churchill 

 

209 
 

211 

 

206 

 

185 

 

           

mailto:office@laburnumprimary.co.uk
http://www.laburnumprimary.co.uk/


LABURNUM PRIMARY SCHOOL       

Laburnum Road, Sandy, SG19 1HQ 
T: 01767 680691/07948 026230     E: office@laburnumprimary.co.uk     W: www.laburnumprimary.co.uk          P a g e  3 | 8 

 

 

 

 
 

 

AUTUMN TERM DATES 
December 
Thursday 17th  
Friday 18th  

 
School Christmas Dinner Day 
School closes for Christmas break 

January 
Monday 4th 
Tuesday 5th 

 
School closed – Training Day 
School opens for Spring Term 
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Alternative ways to celebrate Christmas 
 

 

The safest way to protect yourself and others this Christmas is to stay within your current bubble. It’s tough, 
but ultimately if you want to reduce the risk of spreading coronavirus, staying at home is the best option.    

So, how can you still make the most of Christmas but keep a healthy distance between you and others? 
Here are a few ideas to inspire you. 

Ring those bells 

On Christmas Eve, join in as children across the country head to their doorsteps at 6pm to make some 
noise in anticipation of Father Christmas’ arrival.  

Go virtual 

 ask family and friends to read Christmas books to children over the phone 

 set up video calls for present opening 

 watch festive films and the big events together while video calling (Queen’s speech at 3pm anyone?) 

 eat dinner together virtually (you’ll need to allow screens at the table) 

 get quizzical. Host a virtual Christmas quiz 

Go wild 

 although not completely risk-free, spending time in the great outdoors (while social distancing) can 
reduce viruses spreading 

 try to avoid busy areas and other people 

 if you have children, walking activities can keep them busy on your trek (such as animal spotting, 
leaf rubbings and photo challenges) 

 why not go alfresco with the turkey and trimmings? Take Christmas onto the patio, with blankets and 
log burners 

Volunteer your time 

Even in normal years, Christmas can be a tough and lonely time. This year for many it is going to be harder. 
If you have the time and feel you are in a good position to support others, many charities and organisations 
are looking for volunteers. Find links to volunteering organisations via our website.  

 

mailto:office@laburnumprimary.co.uk
http://www.laburnumprimary.co.uk/
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https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/135/coronavirus/882/alternative_ways_to_spend_christmas_-_covid-19_restirctions
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